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in China were anathema maranatha to the oligarchy which
ruled in Japan; but they were considered the most
desirable doctrines for diffusion in China and the more
they were spread in that country the better. To keep the
undercurrent of Chinese unrest always on the move, and
the Central Government always in hot water, was a most
desirable object in the view of Tokio. From the early
days of revolutionary movements in China Sun-yat-Sen
was in close touch with Japan, and was actually supported
by Japanese ronin.*

The following incident is not without interest as bearing
on this : Kang-yu-Wei was for many years adviser to
the young Emperor Kwang-hsu. Both Kang and the
Pearl concubine, the Imperial favourite, were in close
touch with the Japanese party. Under their influence
Kwang-hsu, already inclined towards liberalism by a study
of the writings, especially the Kuan-no-pun of Chang-
chi Tung, " the incorruptible/' and by the teachings of
Wong Tong Ho, his tutor, issued a number of reform
edicts. He went even farther and accepted their advice
to arrest Tse-Hsi, the Dowager Empress. Orders to this
effect were issued to Yuan-shi-Kai, who was appointed
Commander of the Imperial troops.

Yuan weighed in the scales the prospects before him
under the mother and the Manchu system and under the
son, guided by an enthusiastic and unrestrained crowd of
visionaries. He betrayed the orders to Jung-lu, Viceroy
of Chili, whom incidentally he had also received orders
to execute. Jung-lu warned the Empress Dowager, who
immediately effected a sensational coup d'etat, re-seized
the power, imprisoned Kwang-hsu on an island in the
palace, and exercised an exemplary vengeance on the
reformers who had plotted her downfall. Somehow the
Emperor got a warning to Kang-yu-Wei in time to save
him. Kang fled to Tientsin and after a series of hair-
breadth escapes got to Shanghai. At Shanghai he was put
by an Englishman on board the P. and 0. steamer for
Hongkong, where, after narrowly escaping being stopped

1 Ronin is a word having a special political significance.